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Community organizers build solidarity and collective power in fractured communities. They 

help ordinary people turn their private pain into public action, releasing hidden capacities for 

leadership and strategy. In Collective Action for Social Change, Aaron Schutz and Marie G. 

Sandy draw on their extensive experience participating in community organizing activities and 

teaching courses on the subject to empower novices to think like an organizers.  
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Aaron Schutz is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Education Policy and Communication Studies at 

the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Marie G. Sandy is the former Deputy Director of Wider Opportunities for 

Women in Washington, DC, where, among other efforts, she worked with organizing groups around the nation in fights 

over welfare reform.  
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